
Move forward to 1982 
and a major problem 
facing the Centre 
was finding refuge for 
battered women with 
nowhere to go, and 
who were unable to 
stay at the Centre as 
it was an 80-year-old 
house and considered 
unsafe for domestic 
purposes.

“In the first 4 months of this year (1982), we 
have recorded 38 pleas from women seeking 
accommodation, 28 living in domestic violence 
situations, this compares with 42 in all of 1981 
and is just the tip of the iceberg.  We only 
get the really desperate women who have 
contacted CAB, real estate agents, lifeline, 
church organisations and MPs.” (a note from the 
archives of the Women’s Centre).

In 1983 the Emergency Shelter Trust Board 
administered 5 emergency houses in the 
NP area.  In August of that year the Housing 
Corporation offered them two more houses 
due to the housing crisis in NP at that time! 
(yes, its been an issue since 1983!)  The board 
was keen for other organisations to take on 
the responsibility for administering one of the 
houses.  Discussions took place between the 
Trust and the Women’s Centre coordinator 
Karen Johns and Beryl Allison who attended a 
meeting, became members of the Emergency 
Shelter Trust and began the process to take over 
one of these houses.  Ideas were formulated 
about the administration of the house and 
after a lot of grief, a long period of negotiation, 
plans for renovation and the removal of existing 
tenants, that the beginning of the “Refuge” idea 
was born.
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Over the course of our next few Newsletters, we 
will be sharing some of our Taranaki Women’s 
Refuge herstory.  We hope you will enjoy learning 
about Taranaki Women’s Refuge through the 
voices of guest writers who have been part 
of this journey. Our sincere thanks to our first 
feature writer, Lee Haskell. Lee was integral 
in bringing about significant growth within 
Taranaki Women’s Refuge. In this first edition, 
Lee recalls the history of TWR in the lead up to 
her employment in 2002.

“I have great respect for the past. If you 
don’t know where you’ve come from, 
you don’t know where you’re going.”    
Maya Angelou

The story began in December 1976 when the 
NP Women’s Centre registered Articles of 
Incorporation and became Woman’s Centre 
New Plymouth Incorporated.  The objects under 
which the Centre was established, included 
some key points:

• A contact point for all women on an apolitical, 
non-discriminatory basis

• To provide child-care facilities
• To provide reading rooms, a library and a 

place of support for women
• Counselling services
• Provision of short-term accommodation 

for women and their children in desperate 
circumstances

• A referral service for women
• And any other such activities as may be 

necessary to further the interests of women

There was also provision for several elected 
members and office holders to administer the 
Centre.
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It was still being discussed in 1984.  Women were 
being sent to friends, relatives and volunteers’ 
homes, using caravans and whatever other 
accommodation could be found.  M/s Johns 
said it was hard coping with the demand. 
Another issue which had to be dealt with was 
whether or not the group could call the house 
a “Refuge” and thereby incorporate and join 
the National Refuge Collective – thus having 
access to the many resources of this body such 
as a part-time salaried worker, money and other 
resources.  The Trust board was concerned 
that they may lose the house if it became a 
“Refuge” – i.e. not fulfilling the criteria under 
which they had acquired the house (emergency 
accommodation due to the housing crisis in NP 
at this time).

The group decided to incorporate itself with a 
Constitution which would satisfy both the Trust 
Board and the Refuge Collective.  The house 
was to be used as an emergency shelter for 
women and children, focussing on women 
experiencing domestic violence.  A constitution 
was drafted; but this was turned down by the 
National Refuge Collective. During this time the 
Emergency Shelter Group became demoralised 
– several of the original group left due to other 
commitments and the remaining members 
were unable to complete any practical work on 
the house.  A small group of dedicated women 
continued to meet – and after much negotiation 
all parties agreed that the house would be 
administered solely as a Women’s Refuge.

Just prior to Christmas 1984, the Taranaki 
Women’s Refuge was born and began operating 
as an Independent general refuge, affiliated to 
the National Collective.  A part-time paid worker 

was employed, and volunteers operated a 24-
hour hour phone line, thus providing a crucial 
service to the women of Taranaki.  It was given 
life by the energetic women from the Women’s 
Centre who saw a need for women and their 
children to have a place of refuge and safety 
as a result of the domestic violence they were 
experiencing. Some of these women are 
still around today, some are not.  The refuge 
movement nationally and locally owes a lot to 
these dedicated and very political women who 
lobbied government for the initial funding to 
obtain safehouses.

During this time, there was also under the 
umbrella of the Women’s Centre, another group 
called Rape Crisis, who were politically active 
and responding to rape and sexual abuse 
specifically.  In the late ‘80s there were street 
marches and awareness raising about the sexual 
abuse of women and children in our community 
- sparked off by the recent murder at that time 
of 6-year old Teresa Cormack.  Banners – 
“Women Against Violence,” “Sisters Unite” and 
“Women Unite – Take Back the Night” served 
to remind the community that sexual abuse is of 
major concern here in Taranaki. 

Ngaere Smith, Jenny Yuile, Sandra Morris, Julie 
Lambie, Diane (Ngaropi) Cameron, Jools Joslin 
and Beryl Allison featured in newspaper articles 
at this time, and there were many seminars, 
community education programmes and trainings 
that began to focus specifically on sexual abuse 
and rape.  Robbie Greenwood began self-
defence classes for women.   This part of the 
Centre evolved to become the Taranaki Safer 
Centre and more recently Wellstop.  But that’s a 
whole other herstory.

A shout out to the team at Lashes Extension 
Services New Plymouth who donated all of the 
income raised from new employee Jessica’s 
first week on the job!  

We were humbly surprised by your generous 
and thoughtful donation.  Thanks team for 
running such an awesome promo and for 
choosing to support our women and children.

Thank You

Lashes
Fundraiser



South Taranaki Services

Annalee’s
Back Packs

Late in 2020, with some support from MSD 
funding, we were able to employ a part time 
advocate, dedicated to providing a face to face 
service in South Taranaki.  Our services have 
always been available to all women in Taranaki 
via our Crisis Line but being able to have a face to 
face service in South Taranaki is of huge benefit 
to clients.  We hope this role will continue long 
term and are excited by what this will mean in 
terms of access and awareness for women and 
children in South Taranaki.

Working alongside a variety of already 
established organisations in South Taranaki 
to ensure our role is complementary, we are 
attending daily collaborative meetings online, 
holding appointments with clients, receiving 
referrals and supporting more women in their 
own spaces.  Being able to travel to clients and 
have a physical presence in South Taranaki 

Dedicated to providing a face to face service in South Taranaki

Simon O’Connor Taranaki Daily News

means our services are even more accessible 
and we can provide improved options for 
women.  We continue to offer services from 
Mokau to Patea and Whangamomona to the 
Coast.

Services can include safety planning, support, 
information and advocacy with legal, housing, 
financial, Police, counselling, health, women’s 
programmes, donations, children’s programmes, 
transfers/relocation and whanau protect.  We 
have been working to learn more about the 
needs of our local communities and how we can 
work best to meet them.

If your group, school or business is based in 
South Taranaki and you would like us to join 
you to talk more about our work please feel 
free to email us at
relationships@taranakiwomensrefuge.co.nz

Our community Champs have been out in force 
lately.  If you didn’t catch it in the Taranaki Daily 
News, Annalee Kemsley raised over $8300 from 
online clothing auctions she ran last year. The 
funds raised have gone in to creating over 100 
backpacks for kids to provide some comfort and 
kindness at a very difficult time. We know how 
much this is going to mean to children and their 
Mums.  Our very sincere thanks to Annalee and 
every person who helped her make this magic 
happen!  Arohanui xo

Over $8300 raised to provide 
relief for children in need.



I am excited to say that I will once again be coordinating the Taranaki Women’s 
Refuge Pop-Up Clothing Shop for 2021. This year I will be going solo in the 
coordinator role as my team-mate Michell has other commitments and we 
both know the dedication the Pop-Up Shop requires.  However, we learned 
the ropes last year through a baptism of fire, so I feel confident that I can 
achieve the same results if not better.  

We are unsure whether the success of the 2020 popup shop was due in large 
part to covid 19. What I do know though is that our community made it happen 
and I am positive that we can do it again. The change of dates from June to 
September last year seemed to work well and we will run with that again.  The 

sun was out, there were good vibes and with the massive queues on opening night due to the 100 
person limit we were grateful it wasn’t a freezing winter night! 

Please keep an eye on our Social Media to find out when collections begin. Your generous donations 
are what makes the shop so successful, I can’t wait to see our community get on board with this.

Home owners, designers, stylists, florists and Christmas lovers unite! 
Deck the Rooms 2021 coming this November 20th!  If you have a passion for 
Christmas and community, we would love to hear from you. For more details 
email us at relationships@taranakiwomensrefuge.co.nz

Pop-Up again this September

In February, TWR Community Champion Evan Davies held his 
debut EP release.  Never one to do something solely for himself, 
Evan wanted to donate all of the funds from ticket sales to our 
local Refuge.  Ev, your unwavering commitment to do good in 
your community is admirable.  You are a true hero and we are so 
grateful for your dedication to our mahi.

Music for our Mahi

Deck the Rooms 2021



Food Donations
The Taranaki Women’s Refuge always 
welcomes donations of food to support families 
in our community. We appreciate donations of 
non-perishable or frozen food, which can be 
dropped into our office.

Taranaki Women’s Refuge
2nd Floor, Kings Building

36 Devon Street West, New Plymouth.
For any queries please telephone

06 769 5553 or email
admin@taranakiwomensrefuge.co.nz

INTERNET BANKING
Our account details

TSB Account Number 15-3942-0563679-00

CHEQUES CAN BE MAILED TO
Taranaki Women’s Refuge
PO Box 5, New Plymouth

CREDIT CARD
You can also make a secure donation
using your credit card. Please go to
www.taranakiwomensrefuge.co.nz

and click “Donate Now”
Contributions are tax deductible

On behalf of all the women and children in Taranaki who will benefit
from your generosity, we sincerely thank you for your kindness.

Do you want to know how 
you can support Taranaki 

Women’s Refuge?
We gratefully receive one-off 
or regular financial donations

Our Sponsors

Merrilands

VACANCY
Do you want to supplement your existing 
income? Would you like to be part of a team 
that provides essential safety services to 
women and children? Are you in a place where 
you would like to start to give back to your 
community?
Taranaki Women’s Refuge has a vacancy for an 
after-hours worker (evenings, weekends and 
public holidays). It is a part-time, paid position 
and does not necessarily require a social work 
qualification. Resilience, compassion and calm, 
common sense are the characteristics you will 
have. A full clean driver’s license is also a must 
have. 

If you wish to discuss further please email 
admin@taranakiwomensrefuge.co.nz

for more information. 


